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At a Glance

During the Spring of 2025, the research team worked with school 
personnel and school resource officers (SROs) to design the 
evaluation and gather data from students, parents, and school 
personnel in four school districts within Plymouth County. 

In schools, officer-comfort dog teams greeted students at drop-off, 
walked the halls, stopped into classrooms, and met one-on-one with 
kids who needed emotional support - tracking these students' mood 
before and after. These teams provided 10-minute classroom visits 
twice a week to see if the dog helped with settling the room, getting 
students ready to work, and keeping them on task.  

Students, parents, and school staff were also surveyed to provide their 
perspectives on how the PCCDP influenced school climate, student 
emotion regulation, focus, and motivation. Next up: what we found.

What is the PCCDP?
The PCCDP consists of trained officer-comfort 
dog teams who work with schools and 
community partners to create welcoming 
environments, to provide emotional support, 
and to help connect students with trusted 
adults, including school resource officers. 
This work is supported by a federal COSSUP 
grant focused on prevention, wellness, and 
stronger community partnerships.

Program Update
The PCCDP received a 3 year 
COSSUP grant from the 
Department of Justice to 
expand its services.  The 
Plymouth County DA's Office 
partnered with researchers 
from Bridgewater State 
University to evaluate program 
effectiveness. 

Where: East Bridgewater, 
Plymouth, Wareham, and 
Whiman-Hanson Public 
Schools

This evaluation focused on 
safety and trust with officers, 
school climate, emotion 
regulation, focus & attention, 
& motivation to attend school.

By the Numbers
Participation in Year 1 
included 4 districts, 892 
students, 243 parents and 
caregivers, and 158 school 
staff members.
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